AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Office of the Secretary of Defense

one main element or two or more ele-
ments as designated by the Secretary
concerned.

(g) DRB Panel. An element of a DRB,
consisting of five members, authorized
by the Secretary concerned to review
discharges and dismissals.

(h) DRB Traveling or Regional Panel. A
DRB panel that conducts discharge re-
views in a location outside the Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR).

(i) Hearing. A review involving an ap-
pearance before the DRB by the appli-
cant or on the applicant’s behalf by a
counsel or representative.

(j) Hearing Examination. The process
by which a designated officer of a DRB
prepares a presentation for consider-
ation by a DRB in accordance with reg-
ulations prescribed by the Secretary
concerned.

(k) National Capital Region (NCR). The
District of Columbia; Prince Georges
and Montgomery Counties in Mary-
land; Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and
Prince William Counties in Virginia;
and all cities and towns included with-
in the outer boundaries of the fore-
going counties.

(1) President, DRB. A person des-
ignated by the Secretary concerned
and responsible for the supervision of
the discharge review function and
other duties as assigned.

§70.4 Responsibilities.

(a) The Secretaries of the Military De-
partments have the authority for final
decision and the responsibility for the
operation for their respective discharge
review programs under 10 U.S.C. 1553.

(b) The Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Manpower, Reserve Affairs, and Logis-
tics) (ASD(MRA&L)) shall:

(1) Resolve all issues concerning
DRBs that cannot be resolved among
the Military Departments.

(2) Ensure uniformity among the
Military Departments in the rights af-
forded applicants in discharge reviews.

(3) Modify or supplement the enclo-
sures to this part.

(4) Maintain the index of decisions
and provide for timely modification of
index categories to reflect changes in
discharge review policies, procedures,
and standards issued by the OSD and
the Military Departments.

§70.5

(c) The Secretary of the Army, as the
designated administrative focal point
for DRB matters, shall:

(1) Effect necessary coordination
with other governmental agencies re-
garding continuing applicability of this
part and resolve administrative proce-
dures relating thereto.

(2) Review suggested modifications to
this part, including implementing doc-
uments; monitor the implementing
documents of the Military Depart-
ments; resolve differences, when prac-
ticable; recommend specific changes;
provide supporting rationale to the
ASD(MRA&L) for decision; and include
appropriate documentation through
the Office of the ASD(MRA&L) and the
OSD Federal Register liaison officer to
effect publication in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.

(3) Maintain the DD Form 293, ‘“‘Ap-
plication for Review of Discharge or
Separation from the Armed Forces of
the United States,” and republish as
necessary with appropriate coordina-
tion of the other Military Departments
and the Office of Management and
Budget.

(4) Respond to all inquiries from pri-
vate individuals, organizations, or pub-
lic officials with regard to DRB mat-
ters. When the specific Military Serv-
ice can be identified, refer such cor-
respondence to the appropriate DRB
for response or designate an appro-
priate activity to perform this task.

(5) Provide overall guidance and su-
pervision to the Armed Forces Dis-
charge Review/Correction Board Read-
ing Room with staff augmentation, as
required, by the Departments of the
Navy and Air Force.

(6) Ensure that notice of the location,
hours of operation, and similar types of
information regarding the Reading
Room is published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.

§70.5 Procedures.

(a) Discharge review procedures are
prescribed in §70.8.

(b) Discharge Review Standards are
prescribed in §70.9 and constitute the
basic guidelines for the determination
whether to grant or deny relief in a dis-
charge review.
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